Unilateral spatial neglect following right inferior parietal cortectomy.
Research in brain-damaged patients has suggested that the right hemisphere plays a role in unilateral spatial neglect (USN), but provides only limited information for pinpointing the intraparietal localization of the lesions associated with this syndrome. We report a case of unilateral neglect in a patient who underwent a right inferior parietal cortectomy for refractory epilepsy without any macroscopic lesion. We describe the evolution of the neuropsychological disturbances observed at 3 and 24 months after cortectomy. This case illustrates the role played by the inferior parietal lobe and, particularly, the parietal opercule in USN syndrome, and provides strong "experimental" evidence of the special role played by the inferior parietal lobule in the perception processes related to spatial attention.